
 

Section 701 Compliance 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1) How do I know if my project is subject to Section 701? 

A: Review the list here, find your project, and check the column called “Subject to 701? Y/N.” 
If that cell is marked “Y”, then your project is subject to 701 requirements. 

2) If my project is not listed or marked “N”, does this mean I am not required to follow 
Section 701’s Agile requirements? 

A: Correct. These requirements are applicable to projects where funding is subjected to 
Section 701 per 2023-25 enacted budgets and where projects are funded through the IT 
Pool as shown in the LEAP omnibus document IT-2023. Other projects are not subject to 
these requirements.  

3) Do these 701 requirements apply to only new projects or in-flight projects as well? 

A: Both new and in-flight projects. 

4) Is the two-week sprint cycle required to start with project initiation, or once the 
project is in the Execution/Implementation phase? 

A: While it is not clearly defined when those cycles should start, the law indicates that working 
code should be demonstrated at the end of each two-week sprint cycle. Agencies are 
advised to work with their leads and project sponsors to determine the best cadence for 
iterative value delivery for their specific projects and summarize these justifications in the 701 
compliance form. 

5) Where do I find the OCIO 701 compliance form?  

A: See our website here.  

6) We’ve already negotiated a vendor contract where the work is not in 2-week 
sprints. Do we need to renegotiate the contract?  

A: It depends – some projects may benefit from renegotiating the contract terms while others 
may benefit from keeping the original terms in the best interests of the project. Please work 
with your project sponsor and agency leads to determine the next best step and document 
your business reasons accordingly on the 701 compliance form.  

7) I’m a small agency and cannot support these requirements. What should I do? 

A: These requirements apply to all projects with funding subject to section 701 irrespective of 
agency size. Please work with your agency leaders, project sponsor, and assigned Oversight 

https://waocio.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/#U0000000YQQt/a/4U000000E1pp/edMOHqHbbKqA0OFEZQWWILFGYHw9g.j7O82M8kDUxxY
https://ocio.wa.gov/sites/default/files/public/Gated%20funding%20projects%20-%20section%20701%20Compliance%20Form.docx?ferbxi


 

Consultant/Business Relationship Manager on the next best steps and document your 
business reasons on the 701-compliance form.  

8) What does Production Deployment entail: the first delivery or the entire finished 
project?  

A: Requirement 8(i) refers to usable functionality in production. For projects with a 
phased/iterative implementation approach, this would apply to first release. 

9) Is there funding that covers Agile training? 

A: Agencies should ensure their decision packages appropriately account for any training 
requirements. For projects already funded, there are a number of no/low-cost Agile training 
options listed here. 

10) Is the OCIO intending to lobby to remove the prescriptive nature of this law?  

A: We will continue to partner with state agencies to understand their journey to compliance 
with these requirements and share this feedback with our legislative partners to support 
agencies’ needs. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwatech.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublic%2F701%2520Training_distribution_v2.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cdiana.martin%40watech.wa.gov%7C71a85997a07c4220571d08db9aa993f8%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638273825343692138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=26MMBtaYq%2FN8lG2z9xysftCh6Kn%2FAFCayU3nJRCujCE%3D&reserved=0
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