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Policy DATA-01- Open Data Program - Coversheet

New, Update or Sunset Review? Sunset Review.

What due diligence was conducted to determine the content of this
policy/standard? If this is an update or sunset review, provide information as to
what changes were made, if any, as well as reasons behind the policy/standard
content.

This policy replaces a mandate for agency Open Data Plans with a multi-year effort
to create a one-stop catalog of regular state statistics and data publications on
data.wa.gov. The old policy generated paperwork that did not clearly lead to more
open data. The new policy supports open data maturity and agency governance,
while providing immediate practical benefit to the public. The new policy reflects
input from 18 agencies of various sizes, hundreds of consultations with publishers,
and review of best practices and data.wa.gov use.

What is the business case for the policy/standard?

The policy ensures agencies take advantage of a pooled resource they are already
paying for, in a manner that immediately improves customer service for all
Washingtonians. It gives the public, agencies themselves, and the Open Data
Program a clearer view of the data agencies have already published, which
promotes agencies’ work and helps prioritize improvements within capacity.

What are the key objectives of the policy/standard?
Help the public find the data that agencies have already taken time to curate and
publish. Help agencies get value for their investment in the Open Data Program.

How does policy/standard promote or support alignment with strategies?

In easing the public’s ability to find the data that agencies have already made
public - and allowing the benefits of public data to take hold -- this policy aligns
with RCW 43.105.351, Executive order 25-06, WaTech’s strategic plan, the
Enterprise Data Strategy, as well as best practices of data governance. Using the
cooperatively funded open data platform aligns with RCW 43.105.355.
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.105.351
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.105.355

What are the implementation considerations?

The Open Data Program must communicate that cataloging is limited in scope,
carried out over years and subject to consultation with Program staff. It doesn't
require agencies to publish new data or conduct an inventory of all data.

How will we know if the policy is successful?

We can track outputs such as agency participation, number of consultations with
agencies, new participation and variety of agencies participating (by size, capacity,
areas of service). Outcomes signalling success would be more catalog items that
reflect more government services and public interest topics, more use of open
data, more and richer questions from users, and positive interactions between
agencies and the public they serve.

Policy-DATA-01-OpenDataProgram-Coversheet, Revised [October 23, 2025]
watech.wa.gov


https://data.wa.gov/stories/s/kfrt-jxq6
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1. Funded through the state Enterprise Data Management allocation, WaTech will
provide the state Open Data Program, which will:

a. Procure and maintain the state’s open data portal at https://data.wa.gov,
which:

i. Each agency uses at no additional cost as their own open data portal
to share and access category one public data, metadata,
visualizations and narratives about data.

ii. Supports diverse usability needs for the public, business, and other
partners who reuse agencies’ shared data.

iii. Supports agencies’ diverse open data sharing needs.

iv. May also serve as the open data portal for small local governments,
independent library districts, and tribal governments with a presence
within Washington state boundaries and that do not already have an
open data portal.

b. Facilitate public and other entities’ open data access and use at no
additional cost to agencies, the public, or other entities.

c. Promote the state’s open data collection.

d. Convene an Open Data Advisory Group made up of agency and
community representatives, which will:

i. Manage and guide the development of open data policy in the state
of Washington.

ii. Share and establish best practices for government open data.



https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.105.054
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.105.205
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.105.020
https://watech.wa.gov/enterprise-data-management-allocation
https://data.wa.gov/

e. Consult with agencies at no additional cost to prioritize datasets for
publication and improve open data publication practices.

f. Include Agency Open Data Advisors on all open data communications with
their respective agencies, except where otherwise agreed.

g. Provide a collaboration and document-sharing space where all Agency
Open Data Advisors can share knowledge and best practices.

h. Provide open data news and resources via the collaboration space.
i. Facilitate engaging and valuable Open Data Advisory Group meetings.

j.  Partner with the geospatial data community, advise that spatial open data
be published on https://geo.wa.gov and fiscal open data be published on
https://fiscal.wa.gov, and will work to make data on all of those sites
findable on https://data.wa.gov.

2. Agencies, as defined in POL-01, will make all data that is already published
online and that the public would reasonably expect to find on the state open
data portal discoverable through the state open data portal at
https://data.wa.gov by, at a minimum, cataloging it as external links.

a. This policy does not require agencies to make any additional data publicly
available.

b. Agencies will use the Public Data Discoverability Guidance to identify what
data must be discoverable, and for recommendations on how to meet the
discoverability deadline.

c. Agencies with already published data that is not discoverable through
https://data.wa.gov will make progress by October 1 of each year
beginning October 1, 2027, as follows:

i. By October 1, 2027, publish a list of all already published open data
that is not discoverable at https://data.wa.gov, https://geo.wa.gov, or
https://fiscal.wa.gov.

ii. By October 1 of each following year, make at least five (5) additional
items on the list discoverable through https://data.wa.gov until all
items on the list are discoverable, with a goal of achieving
completion no later than October 1, 2033.



https://geo.wa.gov/
https://fiscal.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/stories/s/Publisher-Guidance-Public-Data-Discoverability-Gui/25st-hd6a
https://data.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/
https://geo.wa.gov/
https://fiscal.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/

d. Agencies may consult with the Open Data Program about what data to

make discoverable on https://data.wa.gov and how to do so most efficiently

with limited resources.

3. Agencies own and will maintain their content on https://data.wa.gov.

a. Agencies will annually review their open data content for quality, such as

accuracy, currency, and completeness.

b. Agencies will follow the Data Removal Procedure for any content they

remove from https://data.wa.gov.

4. Agencies will designate one or more employees with agency enterprise level
responsibility as the agency’s Open Data Advisor(s), and will:

a.

Use the Agency Open Data Advisor Selection and Support Guidance as
needed.

Include their agency’'s Open Data Advisor(s) in processes and discussions
about open data.

Support their agency’s Open Data Advisor(s) in advancing open data
publication across the agency.

Make, reconfirm, or update their Agency Open Data Advisor designation
annually using the annual policy compliance survey starting October 1,
2026.

5. Agency Open Data Advisors will:

a.

b.

Participate in the Open Data Advisory Group as described in the charter.
Improve and document their agency’s open data publication process.
Advise the Open Data Program on how to support their agency.
Authorize and audit their agency’s open data portal publication accounts.

Serve as the Open Data Program’s primary contact for questions about the
agency's open data and potential open data.

Inform agency staff and leadership about open data policies, standards,
and guidelines.


https://data.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/stories/s/txrw-fw59
https://data.wa.gov/
https://data.wa.gov/stories/s/Publishing-Agency-Guidance-Open-Data-Advisor-Selec/pgbs-n58j

REFERENCES

Guidance: Agency Open Data Advisor Selection and Support.
Guidance: Public Data Discoverability.

Guidance: Data.wa.gov Catalog Criteria and Sample Gallery.
Guidance: Cataloging Your Agency’s Open Data on Data.wa.gov FAQ.
Guidance: Metadata Guidance for Data.wa.gov Publishers.

Guidance: Removing Assets from Data.Wa.Gov.

Procedure: How to create external links on data.wa.gov.

Definition of Terms Used in WaTech Policies and Reports.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

e For questions about this policy, please email the WaTech Policy Mailbox.
e Fortechnical assistance, please email opendata@wa.gov.



https://data.wa.gov/stories/s/Publishing-Agency-Guidance-Open-Data-Advisor-Selec/pgbs-n58j
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