






Each Talk 

20 Slides + 

15 Seconds Per Slide 

----------------- 

5 Minutes 





WHY? 

Slide 1:  Origins and Map 

So I’m here to talk to you about ignite and what a better way to introduce you to ignite is by 

doing an ignite talk and that is I’m right here now. 

Now ignite started in 2006 in Seattle, Washington and was the brainchild of Brady Forrest and 

Bre Pettis.  Sponsored by O’Reily and MAKE magazine in this small bar that only held enough 

seats for about 125 people.  Thinking they  

Once it debut it spread out like wildfire, like a disease, but in a good way.    

 

Motto:  Enlighten Us, but do it quick! 

Slide 2: Who uses it? 

Google, Microsoft, TED talks, O’Reilly, Tesla , MAKE magazine + more 

Slide 2:  Format 

They started pop-up at events in major cities around the world and cover a variety of topics one 

the one thing that didn’t change was the format. 

Each talk is 

20 slides no more no less 

15 seconds per slide no more no less 

5 minutes per speaker and guess what they can’t control the slides.  It is automated to change 

every 15 seconds and guess what.  It is really hard to do.    

 

Slide 3:  Why Ignite? – “Make Rock stars” 

Brady and Bre had the idea of making people rockstars by providing them a forum to talking 

passionately about topics they want to show others.  Not many people get a chance to do that.  

He wanted ignite to be a forum just for that.  Where geeks could share ideas over beer.  Usually 

at conferences or technical talks you have these long 45 minute to 1 hour sessions and you’d 

know in the first 5 minutes you were bored.  So if you keep it to 5 minutes you can entice the 

audience to come to you afterwards and talk longer about the topic. 

 

Slide 4:  The topics 

Now many people ask how ignite choose their topics.  It all depends.  Sometime there’s a 

theme, for instance the upcoming Ignite Seattle talk is theme is on Experimentations.  So talks 

will revolve around that.  



1. YOU CAN GIVE AN IGNITE TALK 
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http://igniteseattle.com 
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Have fun!  



Thanks to  IPMA 

 

 



Speaker:  Max Pham 

 

Max.pham@ocio.wa.gov 
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